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College Students 101:
The Turkey Drop
Rick Welshiemer, Editor- in- Chief
Richard_Welshumer@csumb.edu
We upperclassmen know what time of year it is,
but relative newcomers to college may not. Of 
course the holidays are fast approaching, but 
with the advent of Thanksgiving comes the most
dreaded time of year for long-distance relationships.
That's right; its time for the annual Turkey Drop.
For those of you who arent familiar with the Turkey
Drop, allow me to be the bearer of bad news. 
The Turkey Drop is neither a game nor a dance. It's
a drag. And it goes a little something like this. A 
highschool couple vows to love, honor, and cherish 
a long distance relationship. Come Sept, they part ways
and go off to seperate colleges just two months
later, the Turkey Drop comes into play. At
Thanksgiving time, when the estranged couple
come back home, once the turkey's been carved
and the tables have been cleared, along with the
leftovers, one of them gets dumped. Of course
the Turkey Drop can happen to anyone at any age, 
and there are probably several variations of the
theme, but this is the one I remember most.
The Turkey Drop could be argued as a way for 
students to let go of their high school days and 
embrace their future. Don't get me wrong, high 
school relationships can make it. I hope so since
I'm still in one- not without a drop or flop here
and there. Plus, we didn't have the problem of
going to different colleges; we both ended Otters.
But, if your relationship is strong enough there 
should be nothing to worry about come time to 
pass stuffing around the table.
However, if you do find yourself dropped like a
football your Uncle Larry couldn't catch during
a game in the backyard, dont let it get you down.
Look at is as a lesson and a way to get stronger.
Relationships are hard; Even harder I would argue,
in college with all the temptations.
College is a brave new world of experiences 
and exposure and sometimes students are led
to believe that the grass is greener on the other
campus. Hell, if your significant other waited
until Thanksgiving to kick you to the curb,
then he or she probably has been thinking
about doing it for awhile.
Let's face it, some people are just not meant
to be togeather for the long haul. Breaking up
is a part of life, especially  during college. Try
to look at these relationships and break ups
as stepping stones to what is to come.
This season, try to enjoy the holidays, even\
if you do fall victim to the Turkey Drop.
Don't flop around too long on the floor, pick
yourself up and move on. After all, New Year's
Eve is right around the corner, and there is
always somebody looking for a midnight kiss.
But why wait? When you can get yourself
some mistletoe and follow around that
secret crush.
Sodexho in the BBC
Johanna Estrella, Staff Reporter 
Johanna_Estrella@csumb.edu
CSU Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) Black 
Box Cabaret (BBC) has been a student-run 
venue where students can catch a show, 
book an event and enjoy a meal. According 
to the BBC website, “the blood sweat and 
tears of the CSUMB faculty, staff and 
students transformed a temporary military 
building into the BBC.” Since 1996, BBC 
was proud to be running “by the students 
and for the students.”
Yet in 2000, the BBC closed due to 
building violations. After demands by 
students for the BBC to reopen, CSUMB 
Foundation agreed to loan $ 1 million 
dollars to bring the BBC up to code. 
Environmental Science, Technology and 
Policy senior and former chair of Otter 
Student Union (OSU) Xana Hermosillo 
said 2004 - 2005 was the last fully active 
year of the BBC under them. OSU is a 
student organization that mainly focused 
on running the BBC.
“The students who saw the BBC open, 
close and re-open again have graduated,” 
said Hermosillo. “It’s difficult to continue 
the momentum with newer students.” 
Hermosillo regrets the BBC’s financial 
errors, which led the Foundation to step 
in and do what they thought best. As of
Spring 2008, the BBC’s food, like the 
rest of the campus, will run under the 
multinational corporation Sodexho.
Teledramatic Arts and Technology senior 
and former chair of OSU Joshua White 
was disappointed when the Business club’s 
annual event at the BBC was charged for 
pizzas when Sodexho had donated them 
before. “If the BBC continues as a student- 
run venue,” he said, “Sodexho needs 
to work with students rather than be a 
hierarchy company on campus.” Catering 
Manager Susan Lattuca said the company 
is not in a financial position to donate 
food. She said they need to “tighten their 
belt,” thanks to significant cost increases.
Dinning Commons Manager Shawn 
Finnegan said he wants constant student 
input for the BBC. Finnegan assured 
students the BBC is still student run under 
Student Activities. Although Hermosillo 
does not disregard Sodexho’s attempt to 
improve the BBC, she “dislikes even the 
smallest part of a student building being 
taken over.”
Hermosillo would like to see students 
continue to run the BBC. She believes a 
student-operated building is part of CSUMB’s 
Vision Statement, as it integrates work, 
learning, service and reflection. For some, 
enjoying the BBC is attending an event, and 
for others it is being part of the show.
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Homecoming is Here and Happenin':
A Week of Celebratory Festivities
Kathryn McCulla, Staff Reporter 
Kathryn_McCulla@csumb.edu
Usually a football game is the 
focal point of the Homecoming 
ceremony and excitement. 
However, at a university with no 
football team, Homecoming at 
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
traditionally has revolved around 
a dance. This year, CSUMB has 
found a way to incorporate all 
homecoming traditions, including 
the homecoming game.
Usually held in Oct., the 
CSUMB Homecoming Dance 
has been postponed until early 
December. The much-anticipated 
event has been delayed to 
spotlight the CSUMB basketball 
team’s homecoming game. A 
series of events will lead up to the 
games, and the dance will be the 
grand finale.
Associated Students planned 
the first event for the 2008 
Homecoming: bowling at
Monterey Lanes. Students are 
invited to go for strikes and spares 
the night before the basketball 
game, Thursday Dec. 4. This 
tradition was started last year and 
was a success among students. 
The entire bowling alley has been 
reserved for CSUMB students, 
and sign-ups have already begun. 
Students can sign up at the AS 
office in the Student Center.
On game day, Friday Dec. 5, the 
festivities will begin long before 
the first whistle. A BBQ, free to 
students, will take place in the
Sport Center parking lot, where 
Otter fans can build excitement 
and generate support for the team. 
Much like a tailgate party, the 
BBQ will serve as a rallying place 
from which students will then 
flow into the gym. Student Spirit 
Groups, like the Blue Crew, are 
hoping for a big turnout in support 
of the basketball team. After the 
game, a comedian will keep the 
lively spirit alive at the University 
Center.
Following in the footsteps of 
last year’s Spring Formal, the 
Homecoming Dance will not be 
held in a hotel. Nor will it be 
hosted on campus. AS finalized 
the location of the event in early . 
Nov. at the Hippodrome, tauted 
as Monterey’s hottest dance club. 
On Saturday, Dec. 6, two rooms 
and two D.J.s will keep CSUMB 
Otters moving for the entire night. 
Lewis Hall, AS President, said 
“It’s gonna be poppin’!”
Tickets will be on sale for $25 at 
the World Theater from now until 
they sell out. This year, they will 
not be sold at the door. The price 
includes shuttle transportation 
from campus and east campus, 
plus admission to the dance, and 
food. Shuttles will leave from the 
Alumni Center and Fredrick’s 
Park throughout the evening. Only 
the first 1,000 students will be able 
to buy tickets due to limited space 
at the Hippodrome, and tickets are 
expected to go fast.
rThursday Dec. 4Bowling at Monterey Lanesstude ts can sign up in theAS office in the St de t C nter
Friday Dec 5
BBQ in the Sport Center 
parking lot. Men's basketball
game @ 7:30pm comedian after
the game at the University Center
Saturday Dec, 6:
Homecoming dance at the Hippodrome
in Monterey. Students can but tickets
for 25$ at the World Theatre.
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Rockets, Hand Grenades, Land Mines: Oh My
Ryan Murray, Staff Reporter 
Ryan_Murray@csumb.edu
Fort Ord sits on a little more than 49 square 
miles, making it only a few hundred acres 
larger than metropolitan San Francisco. 
Before the seventh Infantry Division closed 
its doors in 1994, Fort Ord was home to 
thousands of soldiers and an abundance of 
ordnance training ranges. For more than 
75 years, the military had been detonating 
many types of ordnance or Munitions and 
Explosives of Concern (MEC), which are 
now scattered across thousands of acres 
of land.
“Everything from rockets to hand 
grenades cover the landscape of Fort Ord, 
and many sites still contain unexploded 
ordnance (UXO),” said Lyle Shurtleff,
MRS security manager at BRAC. Since 
the closure of the base in 1994, the Army 
has surveyed more than 6,560 acres of 
land, designating each that contains MECs 
and UXOs as Munitions Response (MR) 
sites. “These MR sites are then inspected 
thoroughly with metal detection hardware 
that is able to distinguish the metals as 
MEC or trash,” Shurtleff said. Once each 
piece has been distinguished, it is detonated 
on location by a certified MEC technician.
“The two main purposes behind the 
operation are to secure the dangerous and 
life-threatening ordnance and to open the 
land to the public, creating more open 
spaces for hikers and bikers alike,” said 
Shurtleff. There are many acres that are 
now available to the public, yet many sites 
still contain NO TRESPASSING and DO
NOT ENTER signs. These areas are most 
commonly fenced off for public protection 
and should be respected at all times.
In addition to ordnance clean up, certain 
areas of Fort Ord will undergo controlled 
bums to clear many overgrown stretches 
of land that are high in fire danger. Many 
acres slated to be burned also are home 
to many UXO’s. “This is the best time of 
year to do a prescribed bum,” said Melissa 
Broadstone of the Fort Ord Environmental 
Cleanup Program. “The weather serves as 
a security blanket ensuring that it will not 
get out of control.”
To find out when and where the 
controlled bums will take place, visit 
the Fort Ord Cleanup website at www. 
fortordcleanup.com.
Ord Market
2700 Imjin Rd Marina, CA 93933
(831) 884-0835
Local business near campus steps in to help CSUMB
through the though economy. For students, faculty
and staff, Ord Market located next to the student 
apartments on Imjin Parkway introduces a new program
in the store. All students, staff and employees of
CSUMB with a valid CSUMB I.D. card will receive
a 10% discount on all their shopping above the $20
even on pizza and sandwiches. This program was 
introduced to the business owner by the Otter Realm,
and Ord Market said "Lets go for it!" Its for the 
students/
EVERYTHING FROM 
ROCKETS TO HAND 
GRENADES COVER 
THE LANDSCAPE 
OF FORT ORD, AND 
MANY SITES STILL 
CONTAIN UNEXPLODED 
ORDNANCE...
LYLE SHURTLEFF, MRS SECURITY 
MANAGER
Otter Bucks Lack Versatility
Alexander Miller, Staff Reporter 
Alex_Miller@csumb.edu
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has grown 
and transformed in many ways, from student 
enrollment to facilities development, but 
one thing hasn’t changed; the Otter Bucks 
system. Otter Bucks were designed for 
students to have an easy way to pay for 
necessities on campus just by using their 
ID cards. However, compared to other 
universities which have expanded the use of 
their bucks systems, CSUMB falls short.
The Otter Bucks system is simple; 
students or parents can put money on 
their account and then use a debit card at 
specific locations on campus, including 
the Bookstore, the Otter Bay restaurant, 
the Black Box Cabaret, and the Dinning 
Commons. However, the one place Otter 
Bucks aren’t accepted is the place where 
you purchase them, the Campus Service 
Center (CSC). “We just don’t have the 
resources for the Campus Center to 
accept the card yet,” said Rachelle Bass, 
assistant director of the CSC.
Bass said there was talk about the 
CSC accepting this form of payment, 
but nothing has been put into policy.
“Many students have been frustrated 
with the fact that we don’t accept the 
card, but it’s out of my control,” said Bass.
“The Otter card system is horrible 
because I’m so restricted on where I can 
use it,” said Junior Tristan von Junsch a 
Human Communication major.
Other universities, including Santa 
Clara, San Jose State and UC Santa 
Cruz, accept their version of bucks 
at their student service centers. Their 
systems also enable students to apply 
their respective cards at surrounding 
restaurants and local businesses. 
Shannon L, from Santa Clara University 
access card department, said, “Students 
can use their cards at roughly 50 different 
places around Santa Clara, including 
salons and restaurants.” Currently, 
CSUMB students are restricted to card 
use. only on the CSUMB campus and 
there is no plan for change in sight.
I
 For more information, comments
or suggestions, contact the CSC via 
Firstclass, at onestop@csumb.edu.OR
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CSUMB's Homegrown Veggie Tales
Andie Aguirre, Managing Editor 
Andrea_Aguirre@csumb.edu
Thanks to CSU Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB) alumnus 
Juan Perez, fresh, organic 
vegetables and fruits are just a 
mouse click a way. Perez, who 
graduated in 2007, opened J.P. 
Organics, a produce delivery 
business he runs out of his home 
and farm in Salinas.
The company delivers 
Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) boxes of 
fruits and vegetables to homes 
and businesses throughout 
Monterey County. In addition to 
deliveries, J.P. Organics attends 
weekly farmers markets in 
Oakland and Greenfield.
Customers can go to www. 
jporganics.com and subscribe 
to CSA boxes, which can be 
delivered weekly or every other 
week. Boxes can contain a 
variety of fruits and vegetables, 
such as strawberries, raspberries,
pears, com, zucchini, broccoli, 
artichokes, beets, potatoes 
and apples. The mix varies, 
depending on what is in season. 
Perez also tucks newsletters 
into boxes, providing recipes on 
how to cook with the produce 
delivered.
Perez, who earned a degree 
in Earth Systems and Science 
Policy, developed an interest 
in growing organic fruits and 
vegetables after completing 
internships with Agriculture 
and Land-Based Training 
Association (ALBA) and 
Serendipity Farms in Carmel 
Valley. He picked up a few 
tricks and skills of the trade, 
such as learning how to fertilize, 
irrigate, sell and pack produce. 
He then brainstormed with his 
father about opening their own 
organic produce business.
“I started this business because 
I was broke,” said Perez. “I 
needed to make money, and I 
also wanted to find a way to 
make organic produce available
to everyone at an affordable 
price. Just because it’s organic 
doesn’t mean it has to be 
expensive.”
The company began small and 
slow, with just a half-acre field 
and a few deliveries to friends. 
Soon, business blossomed, and 
J.P. Organics now has a five-acre 
field, which supplies produce for 
about 200 customers and makes 
100 to 150 weekly deliveries.
The J.P. Organics team includes 
Perez, his father, Pablo, and his 
mother, Florencia. His parents 
work mostly in the fields, while 
Perez handles paperwork, direct 
sales and deliveries.
Sometime within the next five 
years, Perez hopes to expand the 
business. “We eventually want 
to do more than just produce,” 
he said “and have our own farm 
with chickens, cows and pigs,” 
he said,.“and have days when 
people could come to the farm 
and pick their own fruits and 
vegetables.”
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Monica Guzman, News Editor 
• Monica_Guzman@csumb.edu
Stormed by midterms and finals, college 
students eagerly count down the time 
until the next break. Once academics 
begin to fade away, students hustle to 
plan their vacation, whether they will 
stay around school or visit friends and 
family.
For the students at CSU Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB), who travel home for the 
holidays, what to pack may not be their 
only concern. Traveling home can get 
expensive.
Fear not, students who take alternative 
forms of transportation, such as bus and 
train travel, can save significant amounts 
on tickets as well as car rentals by 
spending as little as $20.
This $20 goes toward a Student 
Advantage Discount Card, which can 
save a student 15 to 50 percent on their 
everyday purchases. According to Mark 
Egan, director of university marketing 
and relations at Student Advantage, a 
student simply has to flash the card at the 
register to save money.
Student Advantage teamed up 
with CSUMB last year, and has been 
sending letters to students in hopes of
encouraging them to sign up. “We found 
out that many students had already 
purchased the card,” said Egan. This was 
a good sign, he said, because it meant 
students were discovering the card on 
their own.
Student Angelica Luna-Acosta bought 
the card last year. “It’s really beneficial,” 
she said. “I used it a lot for Amtrak and 
Greyhound.” She also said it is more 
useful for purchases online.
Earth Science and Technology Policy 
freshman Jhazpher De Leon said 
traveling home to Southern California 
by train can get expensive. “Round trip 
is about $105,” he said, “and I’ve gone 
home about 10 times this semester.” The 
discounts for Amtrak and Greyhound, 
says Egan, are 15 percent.
Depending on how much time students 
have left at school there are card plans
available from one to four years at a 
cost of $20 for one year, $30 for two 
years, $40 for three years and $50 for 
four years.
Other businesses that honor, the card 
include Rent-a-Car, Dollar Rent A 
Car, National Rent, and a variety of 
choice-brand hotels. “There are 15,000 
merchants around the country who 
accept the discount card,” Egan said. 
This season, students who get stressed 
because they can never think of gifts for 
family, just might want to keep this card 
in mind.
To view all discount locations 
or to purchase a card, visit 
studentadvantage.com
A World on Thin Ice
James Bunting, Staff Reporter 
James_Bunting@csumb.edu
Although it continues to be an issue of 
public contention, the theory of global 
warming as a man-made phenomenon 
continues to be supported by the 
overwhelming majority of climatologists. 
There is no global consensus, however, 
on what to do about it. Economic, 
environmental, international, military, and 
scientific interests are often at apparent 
odds, to say nothing of the difficulty 
inherent in trying to distill a convoluted 
issue into crystal clarity.
“On Thin Ice,” an interdisciplinary 
conference, aims to get beneath the tip 
of that iceberg. The event, which takes 
place Dec. 8-9, is hosted by the Center for 
Stabilization and Reconstruction Studies 
(CSRS),. a peace-building program within 
Monterey’s Naval Postgraduate School.
According to Event Coordinator Kit 
Alviz, drawing from a broad array of 
perspectives, the aim of the conference 
is foremost to foster communication. The 
present tendency regarding the climate 
issue is academic and corporate arctic
stakeholders to labor separately or even at 
odds with one another. The CSRS hopes 
this conference will provide a stepping- 
stone toward a more fluid communication 
network among disciplines.
To this end, the Conference will cover 
a wide range of subject matter. Focusing 
foremost on scientific projections for 
the future of the arctic shelf. Conference 
participants also will analyze the current 
political and social climate, where the arctic 
is concerned. In doing so, they will attempt 
to determine a universal course of action for 
any otherwise competing interests.
Participants not only will clarify the 
environmental future of the Arctic, but they 
also will attempt to determine the ideal 
human future of the Arctic. The aim is to 
prevent crises.
“We have seen too often how the global 
community responds to conflicts only after 
the crises have occurred,” said Alviz.
The cost of attendance is $100; 
although student discounts are available. 
A reception will take place on Dec. 8, 
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium. More information is available 
at www.csrs-nps.org.
Wild Thyme Deli and Cafe
’Tasty Sandwiches 
’Freshly Made Salads 
’Greats soups
’Fantastic Selection of Sodas 
and Soft drinks 
’Unbelievable desserts 
Tlly Café and Good Earth teas
Free WiFi with purchase
iW OFF WITH THIS AD AND CURRENT STUDENT I.D.
DOES NOT INCLUDE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
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Claire Crosbie, Staff Reporter 
Claire_Crosbie@csumb.edu
WE'D LIKE STUDENTS TO KNOW THAT THEY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
WITH WHATEVER RESOURCES THEY HAVE AT ANY POINT IN THE YEAR. 
AND IT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY
RACHEL OSIAS, HEALTHY START FOOD DRIVE
With the holidays quickly 
approaching, students’ academic 
workload begins to ransom 
extreme amounts of time and 
attention, and the little mental 
energy that remains is spent on 
the anticipation of relaxing and 
exciting activities with family and 
friends. That leaves even less time 
for students at CSU Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB) to think about 
lending a hand to the community, 
although many opportunities are 
obtainable.
According to www.city-data. 
com, the percentage of Monterey 
County residents living in poverty 
in 2007 was 11.6 percent. “There’s 
such a great need in the Monterey
County,” said Teresa Ferrucci of 
Agency Relations for the Food 
Bank for Monterey County, “and 
CSUMB students have countless 
opportunities to fulfill that need, 
especially this holiday season.”
The Kiwanis Club of Monterey 
will sponsor the 38th Annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
at the Monterey Fairgrounds. This 
traditional meal fed around 2,300 
people during the past three years. 
The free dinner will be open to the 
public and held on Thanksgiving 
Day, Nov. 27, from noon to 3
p.m. Volunteers are needed to 
help make this community dinner 
a success. Those interested in 
helping can contact Mike Fields, 
coordinator of the event, at (831) 
659-2493, or can simply show up 
on Nov. 26 at 9 a.m.
Another opportunity for 
CSUMB students to donate time 
and attention is with The Salvation 
Army Monterey Peninsula Corps. 
A distribution of Thanksgiving 
food will take place on Nov. 25 
and 26 at the Salvation Army 
Good Samaritan Center, located at
800 Scott St. in Sand City. An 
application is required to receive the 
Thanksgiving food, and only 750 
families will be chosen. Students 
who are interested in volunteering 
should contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Nick Kovach 
at (831) 899-1335 or via
email at nicholas.kovach@ 
usw.salvationarmy.org. Students 
also can help by donating food 
or dollars to the bell ringer at 
traditional Red Kettles stationed 
outside local businesses this 
season.
The CSUMB Service Learning 
Student Leaders, with assistance 
from Omega Delta Phi fraternity, 
Lambda Sigma Gamma and 
Sigma Omega Nu sororities, plus 
the Business club, have recently 
asked students to donate meal 
blocks in exchange for food for the 
Alisal Healthy Start community. 
Students can help further with 
this project by lending a hand 
with the packaging and delivering 
process. For more information, 
contact Rachel Osias, lead of the 
Alisal Healthy Start Food Drive at 
rachel_osias@csumb.edu.
“We’d like students to know 
that they can make a difference 
with whatever resources they 
have,” said Osias, “at any point 
in the year. And it will make a 
difference in our community.”
Muslim Reformer Takes Center Stage
James Bunting, Staff Reporter 
James_Bunting@csumb.edu
Irshad Manji is a lesbian 
Muslim. This might seem to be a 
contradiction, since mainstream 
Islam views homosexuality as 
an abomination. Manji would 
gladly argue the point. In a recent 
interview with Al-Arabiya.net, 
she quoted the Koran in her 
defense: “God makes excellent 
everything he creates, God 
creates whom He will.”
“I am not saying that I am right,” 
Manji explained. “The question is: 
what makes my critics so sure they 
are right? And in claiming to be 
right, how do they know they are 
not usurping God’s jurisdiction as 
the supreme judge and jury?”
Similar candor can be expected 
during “Confessions of a Muslim
Reformer: Why I Fight for 
Women, Jews, Gays and Allah,” 
Manji’s upcoming lecture at CSU 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) as part 
of the Presidential Speaker Series. 
Much of her agenda is intended 
to promote her perspective of 
mainstream Islam’s poor treatment 
of women, its near-xenophobia, 
and its cultural insularity.
“Confessions” will differ from 
typical critique in at least one 
vital area. While many proposed 
solutions to the threat of orthodox 
Islam assume that intervention 
from a non-Islamic entity is 
necessary, Manji disagrees. She 
hopes for nothing less than to 
revive “ijtihad,” a technical term 
within the Islam for a legal decision 
made by an independent, scholarly 
party. According to Manji, ijtihad 
is nothing less than “Islam’s own 
tradition of critical thinking,”
meaning that the potential for real 
change exists within Islam itself.
This opinion, one of many, has 
not gone unchallenged. Manji is 
the target of countless criticisms, 
numerous fatwas denouncing her, 
and a fair share of death threats 
from the Muslim orthodoxy. 
In the west, Muslim men tend 
to oppose her, but according 
to Manji, some of her fiercest 
critics are Muslim women who, 
because they do not happen to feel 
oppressed themselves, assert that 
she needlessly denigrates much 
of Islam.
“In the west,” Manji said, 
“our good fortune can make us 
selfish. Not always, of course. 
But too often.”
The Presidential Speaker’s 
address will be held at the 
CSUMB World Theater on Dec. 
1. Although it is free to the public,
space is limited, and 
reservations are strongly 
encouraged. The box 
office can be contacted 
at (831) 582-4580.
PHOTO PROVIDED
OUR GOOD FORTUNE CAN MAKE US SELFISH. NOT 
ALWAYS, OF COURSE. BUT TOO OFTEN.
IRSHAD MANJI
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CSUMB Blends Technology and Education to Enhance 
Reading
Andie Aguirre, Managing Editor 
Andrea_Aguirre@csumb.edu
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is 
rapidly becoming renowned as a 
university on the cutting edge of 
education and technology. Now 
the campus is branching out even 
more to demonstrate ways the two 
can be implemented together.
At the beginning of the fall 
semester, two First Year Seminar 
(FYS) classes were chosen to 
take part in the eReader pilot 
project. The eReader device, 
created by Sony, enables users 
to store textbooks and other 
reading materials electronically, 
much the way an iPod stores 
music. The device is lightweight, 
portable and about the size of a 
paperback novel.
During the pilot, half of the 
students in each class were given 
eReaders, and the other half had 
to use hard copies of books and 
readings. The purpose of this 
project was to monitor the way 
students are reading, with the 
goal of engaging those who do 
not normally enjoy reading by 
providing them with a new and 
interesting way to do so.
The project was the product 
of a combined effort by several 
members of CSUMB staff, faculty 
and students, including Juan 
Gutierrez, associate professor 
of Anthropology, Arlene Krebs, 
director of CSUMB’s Wireless 
Education and Technology 
Center (WeTEC) and director 
of technology development, 
Eddy Hogan, coordinator of 
collection development at the 
campus library.
Professor Gutierrez was 
concerned that students are not
reading as much as they used 
to and instead are spending 
more time engaging electronic 
media, such as Myspace or 
instant messaging. He decided to 
investigate a way to make reading 
more appealing to students. To 
that end, he teamed up with Krebs 
and other CSUMB staff members 
who persistently worked to get 
Sony to loan them 38 eReader 
devices. Thirty students have 
been using the eReaders in their 
FYS classes this semester, and 
the other eight are being tested by 
faculty members.
Gutierrez hopes to have 
eReaders available for everyone 
enrolled in FYS classes in Fall 
2009. However, the electronic 
devices are expensive; each 
eReader costs about $300. 
Gutierrez said that he would work 
to make sure that students could 
receive grants or loans to cover 
the cost of the eReader.
Also involved in the project are 
Jon Baptista, a project coordinator 
with WeTEC and students Jeff 
Kasik and Annie Sours, who are 
doing their capstone project based 
on. findings from the eReader 
pilot. “I like the idea behind the 
eReader, because I can remember 
as a freshman having to lug 
around books for every class,” 
said Kasik“ It would be a lot nicer 
and more convenient to have all 
your books on one device.,”
The project was concluded 
on the week of Nov. 10, and 
the resulting data is currently 
being analyzed. Students are 
being evaluated on three key 
points: vocabulary retention and 
content, speed, and how much 
they have read.
Gutierrez says that while this 
new gadget can be exciting or
“cool,” the main focus is the 
importance of reading. “Without 
reading, you just can’t go places,” 
he said, “To be successful, to be a 
strong leader, to be articulate, you 
must read.”
TO BE SUCCESSFUL, TO BE A STRONG LEADER, TO BE 
ARTICULATE, YOU MUST READ.
JUAN GUTIERREZ, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY
PHOTOS BY ANDIE AGUIRRE
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CSUMB Hosts Symposium: Brazil's International Relations
Johanna Estrella, Staff Reporter 
Johanna_Estrella@csumb.edu
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
students, faculty and staff have the 
ability to become cross-culturally 
competent without leaving the 
campus. The Symposium on 
Brazil’s International Relations 
on Nov. 6th at the University 
Center Ballroom was one way 
to acknowledge an increasing 
globalized society. CSUMB’s 
Vision Statement calls for a 
university that recognizes global 
interdependence and integrates 
with other institutions. The event 
was co-hosted with The Monterey 
Institute of International Studies 
(MIIS) and several CSUMB 
professors who were also among 
the panel. The symposium held at 
CSUMB, was the first of three: 
the other two were held at the 
Irvine Auditorium at MIIS on 
Nov. 7.
CSUMB brought three 
Professors from the Fluminense 
Federal University, Niteroi, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to share 
some insight of their country’s 
international and national affairs. 
The panel of professors included 
Professor of Political Economy 
Dr. Victor Hugo Klagsbrunn, 
Professor of Brazilian Foreign 
Policy and International Relations 
Dr. Williams da Silva Gonsalves 
and Professor of Environmental, 
Dr. Monica Paraguassu Correia 
da Silva.
“Brazil has been an economic 
leader amongst its neighbors; 
Brazil and Argentina have 
been historically competitive,” 
said Dr. Klagsbrunn. Currently 
Brazil remains open, he said, for 
communication with neighboring 
countries to the point of offering 
a concentration in Argentinean 
studies to help students better 
understand one another and 
continue engagement.
When Argentina and Brazil 
disputed in the past, the 
surrounding countries would 
chose one to back up said Dr. 
da Silva Gon^alvez. It would 
eventually create pressure between 
two large groups of nations. Dr. 
da Silva Gonsalvez stressed 
close ties between Argentina 
and Brazil are necessary to keep 
South American unity. Apart 
from neighboring countries, Dr. 
Klagsbrunn said Brazil intends to 
keep close communication with 
African nations, especially those 
where Portuguese is spoken, 
believed to be the foundation of 
Brazilian culture.
Dr. da Silva Gon^alvez said 
Brazil’s goal in communicating 
with other nations is not just 
about cultural competence. He 
said Brazil’s political goal is to 
contribute to the democratization 
of developing nations. Dr. Correia 
da Silva said Brazil has its own 
agenda on issues it needs to tackle. 
She added that Brazil has a big 
problems with ecology, economy, 
indigenous rights and human 
rights that are not only overlapping 
each other, but are also clustered 
together in the Amazon.
Following the professors 
deliberation were many 
questions from students wanting
to learn more about Brazil’s 
global engagement. Despite 
language barriers and some 
difficult translation during the 
symposium, the professors 
seemed surprised by the many 
that took the opportunity to 
practice their Portuguese. Many 
Defense Language Institute 
students were present along with 
Global Studies and many others 
that took interest in Brazil.
Unfortunately, the speakers 
ran out of time but professors said 
they had intentions of addressing 
them the following day at 
MIIS. While the majority of the 
audience did not falo o portugés,
their language limitations did not 
impair attendees from learning 
more about Brazil on a campus 
that brought different viewpoints 
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MPA Music Masterpiece:
CSUMB Compilation CD
Ryan Murray, Staff Reporter 
Ryan_Murray@csumb.edu
This year, CSU Monterey Bay Music and 
Performing Arts (MPA) will be releasing its 
sixth student compilation CD. Rocking and 
rolling all the way from the MPA studio 
the CD will include tracks recorded and 
performed entirely by student bands and 
soloists on campus.
Professor Paul Contos of the MPA 
department, and MPA Senior Shannon 
Burton are responsible for getting the project 
in its groove. The idea was submitted to the 
Associated Student (AS) body earlier this
fall and was granted a green light to begin 
production. “[Once production began,] AS 
helped to fund the entire project,” said 
Contos. With a budget in the thousands the 
students are well on their way to creating 
this years MPA masterpiece.
This year’s album tracks will be selected 
from a panel of MPA students, who will 
be in charge of everything from finding 
the talent to the actual promotion of the 
finished project. “We wanted to make 
sure the album had a diverse spectrum of 
student talent, and broke musical genres,” 
said Contos. The CD is expected to have 
musical variations, such as hip-hop, indie
rock, jazz, experimental poetry, and even 
the musical flair of mariachis.
Last year’s compilation album, Wreck 
Ord Live, was the brainchild of MPA 
graduate Nicholas Rivera and Shannon 
Burton, who were the first students to host 
an MPA music festival. “Last years’ was a
great example of students and professors 
collaborating to create both an album and 
an event to promote the work we had 
accomplished,” said Burton.
Production is expected to be finished in 
early spring and will be available for free in 
the student center and in the MPA studio.
Holiday Homecrafters Haven
Nicole Charles, Staff Reporter 
Nicole_Charles@csumb.edu
Ocean Ave. is a popular spot on the 
Peninsula for locals and tourists of all ages. 
Located in Carmel, the busy street is lined 
with boutiques, ice cream shops, cafes 
and high-end stores extending all the way 
down to the white sand beach.
One of the most popular events held in 
Carmel is the Annual Holiday Homecrafters 
Market. For many locals the kick off of the 
Holiday season is usually marked by the fair, 
and this year it will be 38 years since the 
start of this holiday tradition. “The crafts fair 
always puts me in the mood for the holiday 
season,” said Carmel Resident Julie Mack. 
“It’s nice to get outside with the family. 
Being stuck baking Christmas cookies at 
home gets boring after a while.”
This year’s festive crafts fair will be held 
on Saturday, Nov. 22, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., rain 
or shine. Even if the weather is lousy, be 
prepared to navigate through thick crowds 
as hundreds of people attend every year.
All the crafts to be shown and sold at 
the fair are the works of Monterey, Santa
Cruz or San Benito Counties’ residents. 
Vendors will have a booth showing art 
pieces hand crafted by them, no production 
items are allowed. All of the creations are 
previously judged by jury of volunteers 
who decide which of the pieces are most 
creative and well crafted.
From ornaments to paintings, a plethora 
of holiday gifts can be found and visitors 
can get an early start on shopping. Some 
might even want to treat themselves to 
something special this year. Admission is 
free but browsers should bring some extra 
cash for the food vendors posted up at the 
fair, even if just browsing through the arts 
and crafts.
It is too late to be a vendor at the fair 
this year, the jury date was Sept. 3, but do 
not hesitate to inquire about entering your 
creative pieces in next year’s marketplace. 
For more information call Carmel 
Community Services at (831) 620-2020 or 
visit www.carmelcalifomia.com. “Getting 
out of the house is great, but by far the 
best part of the fair is getting some of my 
difficult holiday shopping done. I always 
find the perfect gift for my mother-in-law, 
and she always loves it,” said Mack.
Simply Delicious!
Bringing California and the 
Mediterranean together in a 
fresh, creative and flavorful way. 
Fresh and wild seafood: Alaskan 
Halibut, # 1 grade Swordfish and 
Ahi Tuna. Free-Range Steaks, 
Pork Tenderloin, Australian Lamb, 
Vegetarian and Pasta Dishes, etc. 
Homemade desserts and a full bar 
with a wide selection of wine and 








Dinner Nightly from 4pm 
Reservations 831.883.1207 
330 Reservation Road, Marina 
Closed Sunday
OR
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Win a Masterpiece for $5
Caitlyn Johnson, Staff Reporter 
CAITLYN_JOHNSON@CSUMB.EDU
This “small” art show is unlike 
any other and may warrant 
some strategic planning before 
attending. On Nov. 20, the annual 
“Miniatures” exhibition opens 
at the Monterey Museum of 
Art. A collection of some 300 
miniature original paintings by 
local artists, each of these works 
of art could become anyone’s 
prize possession, if they’re lucky, 
to take home for only $5.
Here’s how it works. Under 
each painting is a box into which 
Museum guests will be invited to 
slip one or more tickets in hopes 
that a drawing will select theirs as 
the winning ticket. The prize is the 
painting. Tickets will be available 
for purchase for $5 each or $30 
for seven tickets. Guests can buy 
as many tickets as they want to 
help ensure success. The money 
from the tickets supports Museum 
programs and activities. On Jan. 5, 
2009 the lucky winners will claim 
their very own a miniature works 
of fine art.
Here’s a sample strategy to help 
land the perfect painting. Many 
tickets could be bought and then 
placed in the box under the most 
desired painting. Another way 
to acquire a painting might be 
to put all tickets in the lightest 
box, which suggests it might 
contain the fewest tickets, thereby 
increasing the odds of winning. If 
more than one painting is desired, 
then the tickets can be divided 
among many different boxes.
The exhibition starts Nov. 20 and 
continues until Jan. 4, 2009. On 
the third Thursday of each month,
which coincides with the Miniatures 
exhibition opening, the Museum 
hosts “Art After Hours,” a kind of 
artful open house. Admission is free 
from 5 to 7 p.m., making this an 
inexpensive way for students to see 
and maybe even acquire a piece of 
art. The evening includes appetizers, 
wine, Uve music, and an opportunity 
to see art.
The miniature art on exhibition 
includes 7x9” paintings or, for 
three dimensional art, 7x7x9” 
works. Although most of the 
artwork consists of paintings, 
the exhibition also includes 
photographs, textiles, digital art, 
ceramics, jewelry and, this year, a 
miniature pine cone basket.
“This exhibition gives the 
Museum a chance to showcase 
their famous and not-so-famous 
artists, and the public has an 
opportunity to take a chance and 
win something great and start their 
own art collection,” said Carmel 
artist Chris Winfield, who has 
a piece in the exhibition. “My 
daughter, Sienna, at age 11, has 
won a few pieces and has started 
her own art collection. You don’t 
have to be a major art collector to 
come, have fun and share in this 
opportunity.”
Artists entered their art in 
the “Miniatures” exhibition on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
Additional artists include David 
Ligare, Tracey Adams, Carolyn 
Johnson, Johnny Apodaca, 
Stefani Esta, Andrea Johnson, and 
Susan Manchester. These artists’ 
paintings can be worth as much 
as $1,000. No matter who the 
lucky winners are come Jan., this 
is surely an event for everyone 
to enjoy.
What: Annual “Miniatures” Exhibition
Where: Monterey Museum of Art, 559 Pacific St., Monterey
When: Nov. 20, 2008-Jan. 4, 2009
Cost: Free Nov. 20 from 5-7pm; drawing tickets are $5 each or
$30 for seven
Contact: (831) 372-5477
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CAROLYN JOHNSON
Above: A miniature art piece called, “Without Words,” by Carolyn Johnson. This piece will be featured in the “Miniatures” exhibition.
During the “Miniatures” e-xhibition an art enthusiast enters her raffle ticket into the drawing for a chance to win her 
own art piece.
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
12 Otter Realm-A&E | Nov. 20,2008-Dec. 10,2008
Fort Ord Soldiers Step Out of the Fog: Stories From WWII
Kate Kiechle, Online Editor 
Kate_Kiechle@csumb.edu
Leaflets and bombs fall over 
Europe, while a new military 
draft in the Unites States takes 
men of almost any age. Ships are 
attacked by kamikazes, planes are 
shot out of the sky, and pilots are 
using their parachutes for the first 
time ever.
On Nov. 8, at the Fort Ord 
Alumni Association (FOAA) 
Living History Symposium, 
friends and family of Fort Ord 
soldiers came to hear stories that 
have taken years to be told.
In cooperation with CSU 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB), this 
year’s symposium brings together 
Fort Ord alumni from all over the 
country to tell their WWII stories.
George Howling, who served 
with the Royal Navy during 
WWII, remembered what it felt to
be a young man at war. “Everyone 
wanted to join the service,” he 
said. “All were frightened that the 
war would end before we got in.” 
Having joined the Navy under 
the age of 18, Howling explained 
he was not allowed to have any 
of the rum aboard his ship, and 
he received less pay than .older 
soldiers, but he loved being out 
at sea. The most action Howling 
remembered seeing was the four 
days it took to sink an enemy 
submarine using depth charges.
After reading, “Singing 90 
pounds of rucksack, a pound 
of grub or two, he’ll schuss the 
mountains like his daddy used to 
do,” Pierre Delfaisse explained 
it was the chorus of the Tenth 
Mountain Division’s song. The 
Division used skis to patrol, but 
when attacking the Germans in 
Italy, they climbed up Mount 
Belvedere to attack from the flank 
or behind. “The Germans were not
prepared for that,” he said.
Robert Littlefield, who flew 
in General James Doolittle’s 
Eighth U.S. Army Air Force, 
recalled being shot down over 
Normandy, which was part of 
German-occupied France. “They 
stuck me up in the hay,” Littlefield 
explained about the French allies 
who helped him. “That’s where 
everyone hides.” Littlefield still 
returns to France regularly to visit 
the family who helped him evade 
capture.
FOAA Special Events Chairman 
Bob Fumey said these stories are 
the kind that take years for soldiers 
to feel comfortable enough to tell. 
They are a part of a living history, 
which is quickly disappearing as 
more WWII survivors pass on. 
According to Fumey, the Library 
of Congress is working on a project 
to collect all soldiers’ stories from 
all conflicts in hopes of preserving 
this history.
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Art In the
Open
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter 
Elaine_Schumacher@csumb.edu
Brett Cook-Dizney’s art is often referred to as 
graffiti and “stinking art.” He can thank the 
fumes from the spray paint he uses for the 
murals he brings to life. The artist, donned 
in a double-barreled gas mask and protective 
turban, uses spray paint, which he has lined
up in rows, according to color. He projects 
the subject’s image on the wall, traces it as a 
guide and begins spraying, then dabbing, then 
rubbing until his vision comes to life. It is then 
displayed in the open, for everyone to see.
On Nov. 20, as part of the fall 2008, 
Visiting Artists Studio Series, the Visual 
and Public Art (VPA) Department at CSU 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) will give students 
the opportunity to meet the artist, activist 
and teacher, Brett Cook-Dizney, who will 
give a presentation to students interested in 
his work.
“Art has always been this elitist thing,” said 
Cook-Dizney. “This art is about dialogue and 
sharing ideas.”
Cook-Dizney has been known to host 
street parties, where everyone helps 
design and create the projects. The artist’s 
most memorable works were the “non- 
permissional” murals he erected of the police 
officers who beat Rodney King, and the anti­
violence mural he painted on a wall claimed 
by gang members.
The interpretation of art can be 
subjective. It may be a landscape painting 
in a museum, or perhaps a figurative or 
still life composition where the artist has 
painstakingly placed each brush stroke on 
canvas. Brett Cook Dizney’s art is exhibited 
in museums and galleries, but he is more 
famous for his “street art,” which exposes
his work to a larger audience, who may not 
always visit museums.
Cook-Dizney’s art transcends 
classification in any singular discipline. 
Some of his solo practice includes 
fabricating engaging art works that honor 
the best of humanity in all of us. His 
public works have been displayed in the 
United States and internationally in Brazil, 
Barbados and Mexico.
TAT Film Soars: "Ella and the Astronaut"Flys Through Film Festivals
Shannon Connor, Staff Reporter. 
Shannon_Connor@csumb.edu
Ella and Henry, plan a trip into space. 
Sparked by casual conversations between 
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) alumnus 
and UC Davis Graduate student Robert 
Machoian, and CSUMB Teledramatic Arts 
and Technology (TAT) senior Rodrigo 
Ojeda-Beck, “Ella and the Astronaut” is 
a short film exploring how, from a man’s 
perspective, a girl is taught to become a 
woman through vivid imagination.
Ojeda-Beck and Machoian got their 
start about a year ago after working 
together on a piece. From there, they 
decided that to become “prolific” and 
make as many films as possible. The 
pair made approximately 13 films for an 
independent study course taught by TAT 
professor Enid Baxter-Blader. “Ella and 
the Astronaut,” a product of this class, 
entered in various film festivals.
The Mill Valley Film Festival, held in 
San Rafael from Oct. 2 to 12 was the first 
stop for “Ella and the Astronaut.” The 
annual event screened more than 200 films 
for a audience of more than 40,000 and is 
boasted as a world-renowned festival,
Oct. 17 to 22 brought Machoian and 
Ojeda-Beck to Texas for the Austin Film 
Festival, where they took advantage of 
some low-budget traveling by using the 
Internet to arrange with someone online
to crash one their couch. While in Austin, 
the two viewed roughly 40 movies 
confusing some people into thinking they 
were members of the media.
After Austin, Ojeda-Beck and Machoian 
were invited to take “Ella and the 
Astronaut” to London for The Times BFI 
52nd London Film Festival on Oct. 24 
to Nov. 1. This festival is a larger, more 
upscale festival, requiring an invitation 
even to apply for this international 
affair. While in London, they did some 
sightseeing and took in the aspects of a 
bigger festival.
At the CSU Media Arts Festival in Los 
Angeles on Nov. 7 to 8, “Ella and the 
Astronaut” earned Machoian and Ojeda- 
Beck a cash prize by winning Best in 
Show and Best Experimental.
At this writing, the two have applied to 
an additional four festivals. “It’s really a 
snowball effect since judges from other 
festivals come to [these festivals.] By 
applying to three, we got into four more,” 
said Ojeda-Beck.
The pair currently are at work on a 
website called “American Nobodies,” 
which will be a short documentary 
series about common Americans who 
do uncommon things. By the end of this 
month, the two will begin filming “Charlie 
and the Rabbit,” <a short film about a boy 
obsessed with animated character “Roger 
Rabbit.” By next year, they plan to begin 
work on their first feature film.
RECESSION
PROTECTION
Add a DEGREE of security.
GRADUATE DEGREES
Chapman University College, one of California's most respected universities for adult 
learners, has classes starting every 10 weeks. You won't have to wait long to get started 
on completing your degree and fulfilling your personal and professional goals.
Graduate and certificate programs in: Gerontology, Human Resources, 
Organizational Leadership, and Psychology.
Graduate Education degree, credential and certificate programs in:
Education, Special Education, and Teaching.





Monterey • 99 Pacific Street, Suite 375 B • 831-373-0945 • 866-CHAPMAN
Chapman University is accredited by and is a member of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.
Teacher training and credential programs are approved by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing.
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Students in Professor Steve Moore’s 
Nature Photography class will show 
off a photo they took during the past 
semester. Subjects range from the 




10 A.M.-10 P.M7WEEKENDS 
CUSTOM HOUSE PLAZA, 
MONTEREY
Hosted by the Old Wharf Association, 








BUILDING 98 (THE MEETING 
HOUSE), 8 P.M.
A humorous performance piece by sex 
columnist and educator River Huston, 
that inspires and educates women on 





LIGHTHOUSE CINEMA, 525 
LIGHTHOUSE AVE.
7 P.M., $10
Sundance Film Festival selection, “Kicking 
IF features six homeless men and their 
efforts in competing for the 2006 Homeless 
World Cup. The Cup— which gives 
homeless men and women a chance to 
compete worldwide—has changed the lives 




MONTEREY MUSEUM OF ART 
559 PACIFIC ST.
5-7 P.M., FREE
Features “Monterey NOW” and “Miniatures” 








MC Lars is back in the Monterey Bay 
Area for the second time this year, with 
“Nerdcore” buddy MC Frontalot and YT 





EPISCOPAL CHURCH 425 
CARMEL AVENUE, MARINA 
6:30 P.M., FREE
Monterey County will come together to 
remember those lost to AIDS, and bring 
awareness to the disease on the 20th 










OCEAN AVE. AND DECENDORF PARK
5 P.M., FREE
Carmel’s annual holidat celebration, tree 





Monterey Yatch Club hosts a lighted 
boat parade, beginning at Old 
Fisherman’s Wharf #2 in Monterey. For 
more information call (831) 372-9686.
GOT AN 
EVENT?
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Otter Basketball: A
Force to be Reckoned With
Hayley Alaniz, Staff Reporter 
Hayley_Alaniz@csumb.edu
The newly renovated gym 
hardwood floors are shined, 
basketballs are pumped, and 
uniforms are washed. The 
time has come when the CSU 
Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) men’s 
and women’s basketball teams 
take the court and show off their 
skills to their opponents and the 
community.
The men and women of the 
basketball team have been 
working hard to prepare for their 
seasons. With practices underway, 
the newly appointed coaches hope 
for a promising year.
With a previously victorious 
record, the men’s team has been 
training since Aug. to get in 
shape for their season. Practice 
commenced on Aug. 15, and new 
Head Coach, Robert Bishop, is 
determined to make his first season 
at CSUMB a memorable one.
“[The difference about this 
season] is for the team to be 
physically tougher, defend better, 
and rebound better,” said Bishop.
A Chico graduate, Bishop seems 
excited to see CSUMB’s match 
against Chico State. “It will be fun 
to see that game,” said Bishop.
CSU San Bernardino and 
Dominguez Hills are battling 
over the number one spot in the 
Conference, which will make 
them a strong opponent for the 
male Otters to compete with.
“I hope people [students and 
the community] will come and 
support [the team],” said Bishop.
The men’s team is currently 
0-2 for their first exhibition game
against Santa Clara University, but 
will continue to challenge their 
opponents on the court.
With losses for their first two 
exhibition games, the women’s 
basketball team holds a current 
record of 1-3. With practically all 
new players, the women’s team is 
optimistic about their season.
“They [the women’s basketball 
team] have laid a good foundation,” 
said new Head Coach, Renee 
Jimenez. “They have a lot of 
potential and I want to see them 
get better everyday.”
Jimenez said it has already been 
a fian and exciting experience. She 
has seen the returning seniors take 
the younger women under their 
wings and produce great team 
chemistry. Jimenez said there is 
open communication between the 
players and the coaches, which 
enables the team to come in, ready 
to work.
Playing fiiture games against 
competitors such as previous 
conference champions Chico 
State, will be part of the road 
to the top eight. “To be the best 
team, is to beat the best team,” 
Jimenez said.
For their next games, the women 
will play in the Cal State Stanislaus 
Thanksgiving Classic in Turlock 
on Nov. 28 and 29 against Notre 
Dame de Namur University and 
Academy of Art University. The 
upcoming game for the men is a 
home game against the Academy 
of Art University on Monday, 
Nov. 24 at 7 p.m. The women’s 
home opener is on Dec. 2 versus 
Bethany College, while both teams 
continue towards what hopes to be 
a promising season.
SPORTS
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CSUMB Men's Golf Team 
Poised for Greatness
James Marquez, Staff Reporter 
James_Marquez@csumb.edu
It seems only fitting that the Monterey 
Peninsula, which is known worldwide for 
its world-class golf courses, such as Pebble 
Beach, Spyglass Hill and Spanish Bay, 
also would house one of the top National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
Division II golf teams in the nation.
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) may be 
only in its second year as a full member of 
the NCAA Division II and the California 
Collegiate Athletic Association, but the 
CSUMB men’s golf team has already earned 
the distinction of being the first team at 
CSUMB to reach the regional tournament in 
their respective sport.
The team also has earned the prestige of 
being ranked as one of the top 25 NCAA 
Division II men’s golf teams in the nation 
at 21. The ranking comes as a result of the 
success the golf team experienced in the four 
tournaments they participated in, this fall.
Jason Owen, the new coach to the golf 
team, already appears well liked and 
respected by the players. “Coach Owen is 
going to turn this golf team into a force to be 
reckoned with,” said Bobby Campbell, golf 
team senior and CSUMB business major.
Owen was a member of the 1995 to 2000 
NCAA Division I Southeast Missouri State 
University men’s golf team. During that time, 
he became the most accomplished golfer in 
school’s history, achieving various records, 
including most individual wins, three-time 
Southeast Missouri State University MVP, 
and a three-time, first-team All-Ohio Valley 
Conference (OVC) selection. Owen then 
signed a sponsorship contract and went on 
to play three years of professional golf 
on the Hooters and Buy.com tours, after 
which he qualified for three U.S. Open 
Sectional tournaments and was an alternate 
for the 2001 U.S. Open Championship team. 
Next, he became a member of Professional 
Golfer’s Association (PGA) of America and
went to work with the PGA Professional 
Golf Management (PGM) degree program 
at Arizona State University.
This year’s CSUMB golf team consists 
of sophomores, juniors and seniors hailing 
from all over the world. Senior and Business 
major John Jackson picked up the game his 
sophomore year in high school and came to 
CSUMB as a recruit four years ago. Jackson 
has seen the team grow into a national 
contender and feels they are ready to help 
lead CSUMB to the “promised land.”
“I’m excited about this season because 
our young team gained a great deal of 
much- needed experience from our run-up to 
regional’s last year,” said Jackson. “I feel as 
though we’re poised to win CSUMB’s first 
NCAA division National Championship.”
On Friday November 14th, with a score 
of 54 (18-par) CSUMB golfers John 
Jackson and Scott Yeakel along with new 
recruit Jered Stone and his father Hal Stone 
won the 12th Annual President’s Cup at 
Bayonet Blackhorse Golf Course. The golf 
tournament is a fundraiser for CSUMB’s 
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Strength. Stamina. Determination. 
These are characteristics that 
soccer players need in order to 
defeat their competitors.
From the city of Seattle, One 
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
men’s soccer player has 
demonstrated these characteristics 
and has made his presence on the 
field known.
During CSUMB’s men’s soccer 
season, junior Juan Pablo Murillo, 
midfielder and business major, 
showed what a great player he is.
After playing competitive 
soccer for 10 years, Murillo has 
had plenty of experience. He 
thanks his strong foundations, 
including attending the Tahuichi 
Academy in Bolivia, for shaping 
him into the soccer player he 
is today.
As a transfer student from 
Edmonds Community College
(ECC) in Seattle, Murillo 
came to CSUMB bearing the 
Northwest Athletic Association of 
Community Colleges (NWAACC) 
All-Star Award for the North/East 
division and named to the roster of 
the NWAACC all-region team for 
the North during his time at ECC.
Joining the CSUMB men’s team 
during fall 2008 has given Murillo 
newly memorable experiences 
and a positive outlook for the 
next season.
“I believe this year was a 
learning experience,” he said. 
“One major aspect I learned this 
year was to believe, and I strongly 
believe we can accomplish a lot 
of things next year.”
With the accomplishment 
of being named All California 
Collegiate Athletics Association 
(CCAA) Second Team, Murillo 
was able to play the majority of
the games this season. “My most 
memorable game was playing at 
Humboldt,” he said, “where I 
scored two goals to help the team 
come out with a draw.”
The men’s team finished their 
season with a record of 4 wins, 12 
losses and 4 ties. Murillo believes 
the team has potential and could 
be a top team in the CCAA during 
the 2009 season.
As he continues to play soccer, 
Murillo continues to live by 
the motto, “Believe in myself. 
Believe in the team. Believe in 




11/24 Academy of Art University, 7:00 p.m. 
11/28 Concordia University, 5:30 p.m.
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Women's Basketball:
11/28 @ Notre Dame de Namur University, 
12:30 p.m.
11/29 @ Academy of Art University, 12:30 p.m. 
12/2 Bethany College, 7:00 p.m.
12/5 *CSU Chico, 5:30 p.m.
12/6 *CSU Stanislaus, 5:30 p.m.
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Tips for Healthy Holiday 
Eating
Amanda Stein, Staff Reporter 
Amanda_Stein@csumb.edu
The holidays are now upon us, and 
many students will anxiously await the 
group gatherings around the dinner table. 
Between the tempting home-baked goods 
and extensive buffet luring us to the 
dinner table, most Americans reportedly 
will gain between one and three pounds 
during the holidays. A large percentage 
will maintain that weight throughout the 
New Year. The UCLA Student Nutrition 
Action Committee (SNAC) offers students 
a few tips for making healthy choices for 
the season as the cookies are baked and the 
casseroles are plenty.
With so many delectable dishes 
surrounding holiday festivities, it is 
important for students
to avoid straying too far 
from normal eating habits.
For big family gatherings 
and dinners such as 
Thanksgiving, SNAC 
recommends that students 
eat a healthy breakfast 
to avoid overeating later.
“Skipping breakfast or 
lunch may cause you 
to overeat and consume 
more calories than you 
would if you had eaten 
something beforehand.”
Uponarrivingatholiday 
gatherings, resist the urge 
to congregate around the
hors d’oeuvres table. Instead, find your 
way to the fresh fruits and vegetables 
and munch freely. In addition to healthy 
snacking, SNAC encourages students to 
select their drink choice carefully. Alcohol 
is just one common holiday indulgence that 
really has potential to pack on the pounds. 
To avoid any embarrassing drunken
banter and the deluge of calories, consider 
skipping the cocktails, and enjoy sparkling 
water with a splash of cranberry juice, to 
add a little festive bubbly to dinner.
As with any meal, portion control is the 
simplest way to avoid overeating. SNAC 
recommends students choose foods that 
are fresh and unprocessed. Plain potatoes, 
tossed salad, fresh fruit and white turkey 
meat are healthier choices than the ever- 
popular stuffing, gravy, pie and eggnog. 
If the temptation of a mound of stuffing 
is too much to resist, consider a half cup- 
size portion to curb the craving without 
abandoning a healthy calorie count. Since 
the holidays come around only once a year, 
give yourself permission 
to indulge in a little 
dessert without guilt. 
Linda Rodríguez, CNC, 
CPT, of Functional 
Nutrition emphasizes, 
“One big meal is not a 
problem. Eating many 
large meals in a row is 
a problem.”
Thanksgiving is 
traditionally a day 
for giving thanks for 
one’s blessings while 
enjoying a hearty 
meal and the company 
of loved ones. Keeping 
this in mind can help
curb overeating. Those who eat slowly and 
enj oy conversation during a meal reportedly 
eat less than those who focus solely on 
their plate. According to SNAC, It takes 20 
minutes for the brain to communicate that 
the body is full and slow eating enables 
guests to enjoy healthy eating and good 
conversation at once.
Thanksgiving as a Vegetarian
Monica Guzman, News Editor 
Monica_Guzman@csumb.edu
No matter where my family and I celebrate 
Thanksgiving, it always seems hard to 
find space for my plate at the dinner table. 
The table is always covered with different 
platters, such as two roast turkeys, a ham, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, different types 
of salads, rolls, tortillas, beans, Mexican 
rice and the atole my Mami Lupe always 
makes to accompany the pumpkin pie and 
other desserts.
The one dish I always look forward 
to is my Grandma Lupe’s turkey mole. 
However, this year, when I try to squeeze 
my plate on the table, I sadly will not be 
able to enjoy the sweet and spicy dish. At 
the start of this fall semester, I chose to 
become a vegetarian.
After two episodes of food poisoning 
six years ago, I tried to ban all meats from 
my diet but found it difficult to give up 
chicken and turkey. Aside from getting sick, 
I basically wanted to live healthier and be 
kind to the animals with which we share 
this planet.
Thoughts of becoming a vegetarian 
always crossed my mind, but I didn’t think
I could do it. Four of my cousins had the 
same eating habits as I but, after they 
decided to become vegetarians; I had the 
encouragement I needed.
The decision has not been easy. Our 
carnivorous family thinks we are strange 
now that we don’t eat meat. Mami Lupe is 
always making comments about my “odd” 
eating habits. “I don’t understand why 
you don’t eat beef. Cows are the cleanest 
animals; they only eat grass,” she always 
tells me in Spanish, as she bites into her 
double-patty cheeseburger.
When I decided to give up meat, the 
thought of missing my favorite dish at 
Thanksgiving had not crossed my mind. 
However, after talking with my cousins 
about the fabulous all-you-can-eat holiday, 
we began listing foods we could and could 
no longer eat at Thanksgiving. When we 
realized Mami Lupe’s turkey mole was off 
limits, our hearts sank.
Longing for the dish, we brainstormed 
substitutions for turkey. One was fake 
chicken, or “tofurkey,” but I don’t find 
a meat-resembling food product very 
appetizing.
We’ve had all these traditional dishes 
ever since I can remember, so it feels odd 
that I won’t get to enjoy them any more. 
When most people think of Thanksgiving, 
they automatically think of turkey.
My cousins already have nominated 
me to serve my Eggplant Parmesan in 
place of the turkey, but we still don’t 
know how to replace Mami Lupe’s turkey 
mole. Who knows; maybe tofu or mixed 
veggies smothered in mole sauce will taste 
wonderful. I guess we won’t know until 
we try it.
I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY YOU DON'T EAT 
BEEF. COWS ARE THE CLEANEST ANIMALS; THEY 
ONLY EAT GRASS
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1. One that investigates reported complaints (as from students or consumers), 
reports findings and helps to achieve equitable settlements.
Dear Otter Nation,
The Halloween treats are barely finished and before memories of the Halloween 
parties and insane fun and costumes begin to fade, the Christmas decorations 
and ads are already displayed. Thanksgiving, arriving in the middle, does not 
seem to receive the attention it deserves. Next week, students will have a break 
from classes and studying, so take advantage of the opportunity to celebrate the 
harvest season which dates back to ancient times.
The Egyptians, Hindus, Greeks, Romans, Hebrew and American Indians all had 
customs which celebrated with joy, the annual harvest time. In 1941, an act of 
Congress fixed the date on the fourth Thursday of November to be proclaimed 
a day of Thanksgiving and praise.
During the Thanksgiving break, let us all appreciate our blessings and pray for 
our country, new leaders and strive to be tolerant of others.
Sincerely,
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter
EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-weekly student publication produced by the Otter Realm club and 
HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Otter 
Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training lab for students who wish to 
develop journalism skills, and it is a forum for free expression of campus issues and 
news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will determine what to print on these pages. The 
Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel, space or clarity.
OTTER OOPS
• Pg. 14 photos provided by Cynthia DVincent
• Calorcially Mapping CSUMB photos by Johanna Estrella
• Pg. 10 photos provided by Josh White and John Ramirez
• We never know what day it is. Our calendar dates were a bit off.
i Stay Current Online at
www.otterrealm.net
Sexual Healing Ex Files
Destinie Schroff, Arts Editor 
Destinie_Schroff@csumb.edu
As we grow up and move past 
pulling hair as a sign of how much 
we like each other, we begin to 
date and build relationships, end 
relationships and, hopefully, one 
day fmd that happily ever after. 
In this dating game, we usually 
break up with a few people along 
the path to finding the right 
person. These heartbreakers, or 
those we’re glad to let go, don’t 
always fall easily out of our lives. 
But exes get placed into a whole 
new category of memory and 
emotion. To help you understand 
and avoid the mistakes I have 
made, I give you the Ex Files; 
aka my top ex categories and how 
to deal with them.
The Ex with Benefits'. Trust 
me; don’t do it. While it may 
feel good to have the person who 
broke up with you months before 
suddenly calling again, don’t be 
fooled. Neither of you is moving 
on; you’re just in some awkward 
hook-up purgatory. Learn to let go 
and move forward. You need to be 
with someone who sincerely cares 
for you and isn’t just calling again 
because he or she can’t get any.
The Drunk Dialin ’Ex'. If your ex 
is calling at 2 a.m., here is a hint: 
Don’t answer. Especially-and this 
is key-when it is the ONLY time 
they call. Subjecting yourself to 
drunken slurs about how much he 
or she misses you may be a self­
esteem booster in the moment, but 
how attractive is it an hour later? 
This person is using alcohol as an 
excuse to “reveal” their feelings 
to you, and it’s neither pretty nor 
healthy. Do yourself a favor and 
turn off the phone, especially if your 
new beau is in bed next to you.
The “I want/need/deserve/must 
have you back” Ex'. Oh, the ex 
that isn’t over you. How good 
does that make you feel? Gloat 
for a moment, especially if you 
were the one who got dumped. Of 
course you’re wonderful, but this 
person doubted that long enough 
to break up with you. Now, if you 
were the dumper? Hopefully you 
had legitimate reasons to stop the 
romantic engagement, so unless 
you’ve lowered your standards, keep 
it this way. Please don’t become a 
yo-yo couple. They’re obnoxious.
And my personal favorite, the 
Psycho Ex'. You are so amazing 
that you have caused a once-normal 
person to go insane. They keep 
calling, coming to your house when 
you’re not home to bake with your 
mom, logging into your Myspace to 
read your messages before you do, 
and endeavoring to ensure everyone 
thinks the two of you are just “on a 
break.’’ Who knew the monster you 
would create simply by saying “It’s 
not you; it’s me”? Stay away from 
this person. Hopefully he or she will 
get the hint and/or find someone 
else to stalk. If not, there are always 
restraining orders.
Do you have an ex who doesn’t 
fit in any of these categories? Don’t 
worry; there are many others I did 
not mention, including the Downhill 
Ex, Let’s just be Friends Ex, the 
Super Awkward Ex and the Ex who 
Hooks Up with your Friends, among 
others. This column is only meant 
to remind you that no matter the 
Ex you are dealing with, it’s time to 
stop. And if you haven’t been there 






Each Sudoku has a unique solution
that can be reached logically 
without guessing. Enter digits from 
1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every 
row must contain one of each digit. 
So must every column, as must 
every 3x3 square. OPINION
Person on Campus
What are your thoughts on the new library finally opening?
“Yay! I can study for my 
finals in there!” 
-Carolyn Hanson,
BUS, Freshman
“I think it’s pretty exciting. 
I’d like to get a job there.” 
-Teddy Martinez, ’
HCOM, Freshman
“After hearing the 
construction every morning 




“I’m looking forward to a new 
place to continue my studies.” 
-Khalid Harper,
KIN, Sophomore
“I’m excited for the new 








curiosity is so 
intense right now. 
You want to know 
about anything and 
everything.
Use this time to 
find out what really 
moves you...what’s 
your passion?
Capricorn Don’t let yourself get 
carried away with all the commotion 
surrounding you. Although it’s easy to 
fall into the fun chaos, stay focused... 
find stability.
Aquarius Let your hair down and live 
a little. “Now or never” is the motto to 
go by in the coming weeks. Make each 
moment count...life is about living! 
Pisces Stop the confusion; you know 
what you need to do. Don’t let your 
cloudy thoughts keep you from reaching 
your goal...you can do it!
Aries You are very versatile. Many 
don’t see that quality in you; however, 
you do possess versatility and are able 
to use it to your advantage...you are 
capable of so much!
Taurus If you are committed to someone 
at the moment, now is the time to show 
them how you truly feel. If you are 
single, keep your eyes open because 
that someone special might be walking 
into your life right...NOW!
Gemini Quite the entertainer you are, engaging 
others by your zany personality. It’s amusing 
to those around you.. .keep it up!
Cancer You’ve been hiding a secret that is 
starting to surface. Don’t freak out; it’s not 
a bad thing. But it is time to be honest with 
yourself.. .the truth always comes out.
Leo You leave an impact on each person 
you meet throughout your life. You 
possess a special quality that makes it 
hard for others to forget you...don’t 
forget to remember them, as well.
Virgo You are on fire! The energy 
inside you is burning up the track, and 
you won’t be slowing down anytime 
soon. Direct this energy to good use... 
keep on going!
Libra Now is not the.time to ponder 
and reflect. It’s time to start making 
things happen. You are very driven; 
just stay on task...you can accomplish 
anything.
Scorpio It’s hard to impress you, even 
harder to grab your attention. I am not 
telling you to settle, whatsoever; just 
be a little more sensitive to others...it 
couldn’t hurt!
